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Part I: Using Government 
Powers to Control the 
Pandemic
• Chapter 3

• https://www.publichealthlawwatch.org/
covid19-policy-playbook

• No conflicts to report. 

• Views are my own.

• I am a lawyer, but not yours. 



Richard M. Fairbanks School of Public Health at IUPUI

History

WHO
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Contact Tracing for COVID-19
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Few Legal Barriers to Contact Tracing Process

1. Grounded in Police Power

2. Infectious Disease Surveillance, Investigation, Control Core PH Agency Duties 

3. Emergency Response Laws enhance authority & purchasing powers

4. Privacy & Confidentiality protections largely in place

– Kansas Contact Tracing Privacy Act
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Efforts affected by:

• Infection Traits

• Testing Speed &
Accuracy

• Local Manpower

• Cooperation

MMWR
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How’s it going?
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Public Health Workforce
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What does this person
need to succeed with
keeping our community
safe from Covid-19?

• Rent/Housing Help
• Child Care
• Health Care/Insurance
• Legal aid
• Public benefits
• Milk
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Quarantine Legal Issues

• Ancient Public Health Power

• Bounded by Scientific Standards, Due 
Process, Equal Protection

• Ethical, Civil, & Human Rights 
Considerations

Wellcome
Trust
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Voluntary Participation 
vs Poverty, Paranoia, FOMO & Presenteeism

Quarantine & Isolation

Snopes
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Travelers’ Quarantine
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Federal Courts Uphold
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Recommendations



Richard M. Fairbanks School of Public Health at IUPUI

Recommendations
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