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We responded withé

ÅIncreased training for staff

ÅNo more data ócheck outsô

ÅEnhanced physical security for reels

ÅSped up digitization plans

ÅNotifications to those impacted

ÅAnd moreé
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Health 
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New York
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Me
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Hell 
No!



3 major concerns:

1) Guard against data breaches

2) Avoid misinterpretations of data

3) Donôt embarrass the administration
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Geraghty says the birth 
ƻŦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
Health and Human 
Services (HHS)open 

data portal is much like 
the birth of a child: It 

took about nine 
months to create and is 

the object of great 
affection.



Overview

ÅWe can overcome perceived barriers

ÅDigital transformation creates challenges 

as well as opportunities

ÅGIS is a valuable part of digital 

transformation

ÅHIPAA is a perceived barrier to using GIS

ÅWe can make progress and reap the 

rewards



Technology is playing a fundamental role . . .

. . . Integrated Into everything we do        

Digital Transformation Is Just Beginning . . . 
We Are Living in an Era of Exponential Technological Advancement
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. . . Create Enabling Technologies Foundation for Our Future

How Do We Take the Next Step?
Embrace Digital Transformation . . .

. . . and Leverage Technology Thoughtfully
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²ŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
human

ÅEverybody loves to 
innovate, but 
nobody likes to 
change

ÅStatus quo is the 
enemy of innovation

ÅWhat can we 
unlearn today?



A Conundrum

ñData can either be useful or perfectly anonymous but 

never bothò (Ohm, 2009)

Mutually 
Exclusive 
Concepts

Useful Anonymous

A Conundrum:



Why We Care

High quality data is 

needed to:

ÅInform policy creation

ÅPlan & prioritize 

initiatives 

ÅTarget interventions 

ÅEvaluate outcomes



Why GIS?
aka

Location

Intelligence



For centuries weôve focused on the microscopic



The world of the small could be tricky!
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Joseph Lister,
the Father of 

Antiseptic 
Surgery



Our faith in the small flourishes
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Watson & Crick 
discover the 
structure of 

DNA in 1953



The power of genetics is undeniable
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Our Genes

Shape 
us

Compel us

Make 
us distinctive

We are unique
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Appreciate 

the big 

picture with 

a telescopic 

view

Shifting Focus
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Excluding 

genetics, 80% 

of our health 

outcomes are 

context driven

Drivers of Health Outcomes
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Our 

communities 

have a powerful 

impact

Place Matters for Health!
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Our 

environments 

influence 

our personal 

behaviors

Make the healthy choice the easy choice
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Our 

environments 

shape how we 

see our world
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Our perception is based on our context
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YOUR ZIP CODE  > GENETIC CODE

Which is more important?



The first step for a diabetic patient to be able to take their medicationsŻ
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Access to Care 30

Żis having the transportation to go and get them



Maybe its not the will to eat better thatƀs scarceŻ

31



Wholesome food or food dessert?

Żbut rather its access to grocery stores thatƀs out of reach
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Not every community will have a fancy gymŻ



Safe places for physical activity

Żbut we know that the population can flourish when simple 
sidewalks are available.



Place Matters for Health!



Place Matters for Health

WHERE people live and the environments 
around them, has a significant impact on 

their personal health and outcomes 

36Hippocrates, 460 BC



THE 
SCIENCE OF 
WHERE


