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Gun violence is a major public health problem

Many different types prevalent in the U.S.
. NICS Checks by Month
Urban violence 1/1/2018-6/30/21
Suicide © 1
Intimate partner violence
Police violence
Mass shootings

Distributed unevenly
Certain populations bear
disproportionate burden

NICS checks (millions)

o -

Exposure and access to guns may be increasing 2018 2019 von 222 2021



Background—gun policy

Political disagreements about the best policy approach to reducing gun violence
Laws that restrict access to firearms
Laws that facilitate access to firearms

Federal infrastructure, but firearms largely regulated at the state level

Patchwork of state laws, but opportunity for unique public health policy analyses

Laws are a popular intervention strategy, but there are certain laws that may foster violence



Laws intended to regulate the carry of guns in public

Two types of public carry:
Open Carry
Concealed Carry

Most states require permits or licenses to carry, but process differs
Some state laws make it difficult to get a permit
Some state laws make it easy to get a permit

One of the biggest gun policy debates: Whether guns in public are a violence deterrent or catalyst



Four types of state concealed carry law

Most states require a permit or license to carry a concealed gun and articulate specific permitting
criteria

State concealed carry laws can be sorted into four broad categories:

No Issue (ban) Strict
May Issue
Shall Issue

Lenient

Permitless carry ¥

Shall issue and permitless laws are also called “Right-to-Carry” (RTC) laws



Legal mapping

Legal research questions
How are states regulating concealed carry?
What specific permitting standards do states have?
How have state laws changed over time?

Standard search terms in Westlaw, HeinOnline, Lexis, and state websites
50 states, 1980-2021

State laws coded for overall permitting policy and for specific permitting standards



Between 1980 & 2000, most states made it easier to carry

1980 2000




Between 2000 & 2021, many states stopped requiring permits

2000 mid-2021

. BN . B Noissue
T B Mayissue e B Mayissue
’ [] shall issue ’ ] Shall issue
. Permitless . Permitless
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Specific permitting standards

Legal mapping and analysis revealed several common standards relevant to violence prevention
Violent misdemeanor prohibitions

Training requirement
Live fire requirement
Other broad “suitability” requirements

Shift to shall issue:
Additional permitting standards
Less discretion for law enforcement
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Specific permitting standards

Of states with a permit requirement in 1980 and 2019:

T w0 re2s) | 2019 (n-36

lelent 11% 69%
misdemeanor

Training 11% 78%
Live fire 7% 44%
Other suitability 299% 399%

standard
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These laws have not been adequately studied

Research findings are mixed, but the best research suggests a relationship between concealed carry
and violence

Shift from may issue to shall issue associated with increased rates of violence crime

But, focus has been on overall policy scheme, not permitting standards

Limited implications

Future research needed:
Need to focus on specific permitting standards
Equity concerns
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Implications, concerns, and continuing work

Though research suggests shall issue laws may increase violence, it is politically infeasible to return to
a more restrictive scheme

Many restrictive policies rely on law enforcement discretion
Not likely to be adopted
Equity, discrimination concerns

Legal mapping reveals important nuances in state concealed carry policies
Permitting standards may hold promise as a mechanism for reducing increases in violence
without increasing equity concerns
Future work needed to determine which of permitting standards affect outcomes and whether
the standards are enforced equitably.
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New York State Rifle & Pistol Association Inc. v. Bruen

Supreme Court will hear arguments November 3, 2021

Question presented: Whether the Second Amendment allows the government to prohibit ordinary
law-abiding citizens from carrying handguns outside the home for self- defense

New York: requires permit applicants to demonstrate "proper cause”
Plaintiffs challenged law after applications were denied

https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/20-843.html; https://firearmslaw.duke.edu/2021/04/new-york-
state-rifle-pistol-v-corlett-the-basics/
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New York State Rifle & Pistol Association Inc. v. Bruen, cont.

Will the laws be struck down?

How will the Court decide?
Historical assessment of laws?
What level of scrutiny?

Significant implications for future gun laws and judicial interpretation

https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/20-843.html; https://firearmslaw.duke.edu/2021/04/new-york-
state-rifle-pistol-v-corlett-the-basics/ 17



Thank you

Alex McCourt
amccourl@ijhu.edu
@admccourt
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Understanding
Abortion within a

Public Health
Framework

i. The demographics of
abortion

ii. Disparities in abortion

need and access

iii. Consequences of
abortion denial (findings
from the Turnaway
Study)




Texas S.B. 8

Abortion and the

Dobbs v. Jackson

_egal Landscape: Women’s Health
Precedent and Organization
recipice

And more: Method

bans, reason bans,
gestation bans




Outro Slide

Please remember to fill out the conference survey location in the
description of this session
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What | will (try to) cover

Environmental law/policy as a system

 Two administrations — seismic changes

Executive branch legal and policy tools

Some concluding thoughts
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Environmental law/policy as system




Trump Administration
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EPA's bold step forward: Good for
animals and science, better for

people

BY PAUL A. LOCKE, OPINION CONTRIBUTOR — 09/21/19 07:00 AM EDT
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The recent directive by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) that it
will reduce, and eventually eliminate, animal testing by 2035 is an
important, welcome and overdue action. It is based on scientific and
policy advancements that have been in the works for many years.

In 2007, the National Academy of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine
(NASEM) issued the report Toxicity Testing in the 21st Century that

that EPA change the way ch are

tested.

The report concluded that the EPA should move toward a testing system
that is more human relevant, cost effective and much less reliant on
animal toxicology. EPA's focus should be on evaluating biological
processes that can lead to diseases.

adledelpamake the vision of this report a reality, the federal government
has invested in the underlying science. EPA launched a computational
toxicology research program that includes high-throughput screening and
robotics.

The EPA, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the National
Institutes of Health (NIH) have created a program called “Tox21,” which
applies 21st Century scientific tools to screen thousands of compounds
for toxicity — without new animal tests.

In addition research universities (including my own) are also working hard
to implement this vision. We do not yet have a full suite of non-animal
tests ready to go, but these efforts demonstrate that we are serious about
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EPA “Back to Basics” agenda

EPA'S BACK-TO-BASICS AGENDA
Protecting the environment; engaging with state, local and tribal partners; and creating sensible requlations that enhance economic growth.

» Following the President’s Energy Independence Executive Order, Administrator Pruitt signed four notices to review and, if appropriate, to
revise or rescind major, economically significant, burdensome rules the last Administration issued. This includes the so-called Clean
Power Plan that threatens over 125,000 U.S. jobs.

* EPA is restoring states’ important role in the regulation of local waters by reviewing the WOTUS (“waters of the U.5.") rule.

# EPAis clearing the backlog of new chemicals that were waiting approval from EPA, so they can go to market, and companies can innovate
and create jobs.

* EPAis helping states achieve high air quality targets, clean up toxic waste sites and improve America's water infrastructure.

» EPArescinded an unjustified, premature evaluation of greenhouse gas and fuel economy standards for model year 2022-2025 vehicles,
and is working with the U.5. Department of Transportation {DOT) to conduct a collaborative and robust review of the standards.

* The agency is reviewing the Oil and Gas Methane New Source Performance Standards for new and modified sources, to determine
whether it is duplicative.

* EPAis allocating funds for vital environmental projects that go directly to the health of our citizens, such as providing 5100 million to
upgrade drinking water infrastructure in Flint, Michigan.

* EPA is stopping the methane Information Collection Request (ICR} by telling businesses they no longer have this additional bureaucratic
burden, with the cost to American businesses attempting to comply exceeding $42 million.

» Launched the EPA Regulatory Reform Task Force to undergo extensive reviews of the misaligned regulatory actions.

Source: Administrator Pruitt’s speech on 13 April 2017 (see EPA's back to basics agenda -- two speeches )
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https://www.epa.gov/home/back-basics-agenda

Trump’s goals

* Reduce the burden of regulation, especially for
the energy sector
— Executive order on regulations (two out for every one
in)
— Use of Congressional Review Act to eliminate new
regulations
— Encourage fossil fuel development and build pipelines

* Trump expressed skepticism about climate
change science and climate change scientists
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The Trump Administration reversed 100 environmental rules

“After three years in
office, the Trump
administration has
dismantled

most of the major
climate and
environmental policies
the president
promised to undo.”

Completed |n progress Total
Air pollution and emissions 19 27
Drilling and extraction 12 20
Infrastructure and planning 11 12
Animals 9 11
Toxic substances and safety 6 8
Water pollution 4 11
Other 5 11
All 66 100

Source: New York Times, 20 May 2020
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Litigation

Science Politics &Policy Justice FossilFuels ~Clean Energy Today's Climate Projects AboutUs

Inside Climate News et [ oonec |

Institute for
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Politics & Policy Related
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Related Damages from the

RO un d u p 5 T rum p' Era Age ncy PO I icy Py Trump’s success in appointing conservative judges has so far been Fosell Evelinduttry;

no match for his team's own ineptitude, the skill of the Court Strikes Down Trump n

In t h (] Co u rt S 5 environmental bar and industry’s desire to work with the new Rollback of Climate
il g 5 L = Regulations for Coal-Fired
administration. e i
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The Institute for Policy Integrity ' tracks the outcomes of litigation over the Trump administration's use of Arguments on Climate

¢ - o 2 3 T Change. Is it Ready to Decide
agencies to deregulate as well as to implement its other policies. ? This Roundup includes litigation over : it

‘Which Courts Have
agency actions such as regulations, guidance documents, and agency memoranda. 3 Jurisdiction?
Unsuceessful o
hare this articl
X An outcome is considered unsuccessful for the Trump administration Sharethisarticle
if (1) a court ruled against the agency or (2) the relevant agency O=0Om

withdrew the action after being sued. * If there are different rulings
on the same agency action, the entry is assigned an "X" as long as
one court ruled against the agency. *

Successful

\/ An outcome is considered successful for the Trump administration if
the agency won the lawsuit without having to withdraw the
challenged action. ¢

Results based on chosen fiters.
‘Overall record s 59 Successful, 200 Unsuccessful.

Last updated April, 2021. Download PDF.
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Biden Administration
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@he Washington Post

Democracy Dies in Darkness

Tracking Biden’s
environmental actions

As Biden unwinds dozens of Trump’s energy
and environmental policies, he’s forging his own

New Status of Trump administration’s
protections environmental rollbacks
Added Overturned

By Juliet Eilperin, Brady Dennis and John Muyskens
Updated May 26 at 12:41 p.m.

The Biden administration enacted two policies Wednesday aimed at
restoring scientific integrity in environmental policymaking, by
jettisoning a rule restricting what studies could inform public health
rules and protecting an imperiled bird under the Endangered Species

Act.



@he Washington Post
Democracy Dies in Darkness

Tracking Biden’s
environmental actions

As Biden unwinds dozens of Trump’s energy and
environmental policies, he’s forging his own.

Biden’s Status of Trump administration’s
policies environmental policies
Added Overturned

By Juliet Eilperin, Brady Dennis and John Muyskens
Updated Sept. 21 at 7:27 p.m.

In the scorching first summer of Joe Biden’s presidency, the nation has
grappled with deadly heat waves, raging wildfires, deepening drought —
and calls from the president’s allies for more urgent action to combat

climate change.

Even as he has faced criticism for not moving quickly or boldly enough
to reduce the country’s greenhouse gas emissions, create jobs in a
greener economy and alleviate pollution impacting poor and minority
communities, Biden has continued to pursue swaths of his climate

agenda.



Legal and Policy tools — Executive Branch

* International agreements and accords
» Executive orders

* Budgeting

* Agency leadership appointments

« Guiding/consolidating/canceling agency research
programs and studies

« Setting agency priorities

 Flexibility in enforcement

* “Moving the boxes”

» Cooperative federalism (state/federal dynamic)
* Choices about litigation
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Concluding Thoughts

And, finally, where do you see yourself in five years?”
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