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Plenty of Progress

● Better and better infrastructure

○ CDC Public Health Law Academy at ChangeLab Solutions

○ Textbooks for transdisciplinary public health law and public legal epi research 

methods

○ Training and tools for policy surveillance

○ Competencies

○ Our own MeSH term (be sure to use it)

● More and better research

● Growing interest around the world
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Just this week



For more on that …

26 JPHMP S4 

(2020).

384 NEJM 21 

(2021)



The Transdisciplinary Model



The Five Essential Public Health Law Services: 
Transdisciplinary in Practice

Policy 

development

Choosing the 

legal form

Implementing/

enforcing/

defending
Enactment

Evaluation 

and diffusion

Strategic coordination

Optimization

BETTER HEALTH FOR ALL FASTER
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US State COVID Orders

Then came COVID-19





This was not really a problem with the 

law



“Following the science”

Epidemiology

Legal epidemiology

Psychology

Sociology

Economics

Engineering

…



More important than ever to be 
building a truly transdisciplinary 
approach to creating the social 

conditions required for 
sustainable, equitable human 

thriving. 
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Today we look at examples of legal epi 
in action





Leveraging Policy 

Surveillance to Inform Policy 

Research and Advocacy

Adam Lustig, Senior Policy Development Manager, 
Trust for America’s Health

alustig@tfah.org
www.tfah.org

https://twitter.com/HealthyAmerica1

http://www.tfah.org/


Trust for America’s Health (TFAH)

Independent, non-partisan, public 

health & prevention focus, 

including: 

▪ Data/research for action

▪ Health-promoting policies

▪ Strong public health system

▪ Informed policymakers
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What is the Promoting Health and 

Cost Control in States (PHACCS) 

Initiative? 

• Focuses on policies that promote health 

and control cost growth at the state level

• Looks beyond just health care in an 

effort to foster cross-sector collaboration, 

recognizing impacts in other sectors can 

improve health



Why We Focus On 

Social Determinants vs. Social Needs

• Policy-level intervention

• Change underlying social & 
economic conditions of a 
community

• Adopt laws, policies, and 
regulations to create healthy living 
conditions

Address Social Determinants

• Individual-level intervention 

• Address the need of individual 
people or patients

• Screen for social factors and 
connect to direct support or 
services

Address Social Needs



How Has Policy Surveillance 

Informed Our Work?
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Research

Report Development

Advocacy and Education



Research
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• Scoping report informed the 
decision-making process of our 
Advisory Group

• Allowed us to present a high-
level overview of where 
policies have been 
implemented

• Feasibility of developing a 
dataset part of our policy 
selection process by



Report Development

Goal 1: Support the Connections 
Between Health & Learning
1. Universal Pre-Kindergarten
2. School Nutrition Programs

Goal 2: Employ Harm-Reduction 
Strategies to Prevent Substance 
Misuse Deaths and Related 
Diseases
3. Syringe Access Programs

Goal 3: Promote Healthy Behaviors
4. Smoke-Free Environments
5. Tobacco Pricing 
6. Alcohol Pricing

Goal 4: Promote Active Living & 
Connectedness
7. Complete Streets

Goal 5: Ensure Safe, Healthy, and 
Affordable Housing for All
8. Housing Rehabilitation Loan & Grant 
Programs
9. Rapid Re-Housing 

Goal 6: Create Opportunities for Economic 
Well-Being
10. Earned Income Tax Credit
11. Paid Family Leave
12. Earned Sick Leave
13. Ban the Box (Fair Hiring Protections)



Advocacy and Education –

Leveraging Legal Data Sets for 

Targeted Action
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Shaped Current Efforts
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Adam Lustig, MS, Senior Policy Development Manager, 

Trust for America’s Health

alustig@tfah.org

www.tfah.org

https://twitter.com/HealthyAmerica1

Please remember to fill out the conference survey location in the 

description of this session

http://www.tfah.org/
https://twitter.com/HealthyAmerica1




Legal Epidemiology & 

Abortion Law Worldwide

Patty Skuster, JD, MPP 

Beck Chair & Visiting Professor of Law, Temple 
University Beasley School of Law

Fellow, Center for Public Health Law Research

@pskuster
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https://lawatlas.org/datasets/global-medication-abortion-laws
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Identifying data for the empirical 
assessment of law (IDEAL)
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Burris S, Ghorashi AR, Cloud LF, Rebouché R, Skuster P, Lavelanet A. Identifying 
data for the empirical assessment of law (IDEAL): a realist approach to research 
gaps on the health effects of abortion law. BMJ Glob Health. 2021 
Jun;6(6):e005120. doi: 10.1136/bmjgh-2021-005120. PMID: 34117010; PMCID: 
PMC8202112.
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Please remember to fill out the conference survey location in the 

description of this session

Patty Skuster, JD, MPP 
Beck Chair & Visiting Professor of Law, Temple 
University Beasley School of Law
Fellow, Center for Public Health Law Research
@pskuster


