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Akeem Anderson is the Government Affairs Director for CityHealth. Prior 
to joining CityHealth, Akeem served as the Director of the Committee on 
Education for the Council of the District of Columbia. In this role, Akeem set 
the legislative, budget, and performance oversight agenda for all education 
agencies in the District of Columbia. Prior to this, his work focused on 
school turnaround efforts. As a 2008 Greater New Orleans Teach For 
America Corps Member, Akeem taught in New Orleans schools before 

working for TFA-New Orleans as a Manager Corps and Partner Relations. He holds a Master 
of Public Administration from the University of Pennsylvania and a Bachelor of Arts in Political 
Science and English from Mercer University. 

 

Allen H. Mattison, J.D., is a partner in the law firm of Trister Ross Schadler 
& Gold where he helps nonprofit organizations to mitigate legal risks while 
maximizing their ability to advocate effectively for their public-policy 
missions. 

 

Amanda Woodrum is a Senior Researcher focusing on issues found at the 
intersection of health, equity and the economy and Co-Director of the 
Project to ReImagine Appalachia. After living in New York City and 
experiencing 9/11, she returned to Ohio determined to make the state the 
kind of place she wanted to live. She joined Policy Matters Ohio in 2007 
after receiving a master’s degree in economics and a law degree from the 
University of Akron. She conducts research on the role transportation, 

energy, health and anti-poverty policy can play to promote a more sustainable and equitable 
economy in Ohio. 
 

Anand Parekh, M.D. is chief medical advisor at the Bipartisan Policy 
Center where he provides clinical and public health expertise across the 
organization. Since 2015, he has led specific efforts tackling a variety of 
policy issues including the COVID-19 pandemic, future of public health, 
opioid crisis, obesity epidemic and nutrition, health and housing, domestic 
and global HIV/AIDS, business and public health collaboration, emergency 
preparedness, social isolation, rural health, and prescription drug costs. 

 

Andrea Ferstan, M.S.W., is vice president of systems innovation at the 
Center for Economic Inclusion where she leads the Center’s Inclusive 
Future of Work Agenda. This includes regional coalition-building to drive a 
shared agenda focused on dismantling racism within current workforce and 
economic engines and building new economic engines within communities 
of color. Andrea also serves as a lead systems change strategist, coalition 
and network builder and facilitator of strategic partnerships and policy 



 
  

 
 

efforts. 
 

Andy Baker-White, J.D., M.P.H., provides research, analysis, and legal 
technical assistance on a wide variety of public health law and policy issues 
for the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO). He 
also leads ASTHO’s state legislative tracking efforts to identify emerging 
laws and policies that impact public health and state health agencies as well 
as supporting peer networks for state health agency legal counsel and 
legislative liaisons. 

 

Andy Segovia, J.D., is the San Antonio Texas city attorney and chief legal 
advisor to the city council, city manager and all city departments, offices, 
and agencies. The Office of the City Attorney’s mission and duty is to 
render the highest quality legal service with fidelity to professional 
standards and conduct. 

 

Antionette Davis is director of justice ministry at Bible-Based Fellowship Church in 
Carrollwood. 

 

April Shaw, J.D., Ph.D., is a staff attorney at the Network for Public Health 
Law’s Northern Region Office. She has expertise in breaking down the 
policy impacts of laws and appellate writing. Her current work focuses on 
racial health equity and suicide prevention. She is particularly interested in 
thinking through how multiple inequities intersect to create systemic 
disparities. April’s experience in appellate writing comes from working as a 
senior law clerk at the Arizona Court of Appeals and writing appeals to the 

Board of Immigration Appeals. 

 

Anna Ricklin, M.H.S., A.I.C.P, is the first health in all policies manager at 
the Fairfax County, Virginia Health Department where she acts as a health 
ambassador across county agencies, promoting the integration of health 
objectives into county plans, policies, and building projects. She also 
oversees applied research and place-based initiatives to advance healthy 
planning practice, with a focus on cross-sector collaboration. 



 
  

 
 

 
Aysha Pamukcu, J.D., is an attorney specializing in equitable policy and 
philanthropy. She currently serves as Policy Fund Initiative Officer at 
Partnership for the Bay's Future SFF. During her time in the Fulcrum 
Fellowship, she led the Policy Fund at the San Francisco Foundation, 
which pursues regional solutions to Bay Area’s interconnected challenges 
of housing, transportation, and economic opportunity. She is also the 
founder of Movement Praxis, an equity-centered policy and philanthropic 
consulting firm. 

 
Beth McGinty, Ph.D. is a professor at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School 
of Public Health where she conducts mixed-methods research 
characterized by the integration of approaches from the fields of public 
policy and implementation science. Key areas of interest include scale-up 
of complex interventions, strategies to account for implementation in 
econometric policy evaluations, and communication strategies to support 
uptake of evidence-based policies.  

Beth Resnick, Dr.P.H., M.P.H., is a senior scientist at the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health, Department of Health Policy and 
Management. She is assistant dean for public health practice and training 
and director of the MSPH Program in Health Policy. Her research and 
practice interests include assessing and improving the public health 
infrastructure, enhancing knowledge of potential environment and health 
connections, and developing effective public health policies. 

 
Betsy Lawton, J.D., is a senior staff attorney at the Network for Public 
Health Law Northern Region Office where she provides legal technical 
assistance, delivers presentations, and lectures, and builds connections in 
many areas of public health law. Before joining the Network, Betsy spent 
over a decade working to improve water quality as an attorney with 
Midwest Environmental Advocates and the Minnesota Center for 
Environmental Advocacy, where she focused on Clean Water Act 

implementation and enforcement, reducing agricultural pollution, and preventing drinking water 
contamination, and represented a broad range of individuals and communities facing water 
pollution problems. 
 

Brian C. Castrucci, Dr.P.H., M.A., is the president and chief executive 
officer of the de Beaumont Foundation. He has built the Foundation into a 
leading voice in health philanthropy and public health practice. An award-
winning epidemiologist with 10 years of experience working in state and 
local health departments, Dr. Castrucci brings a unique perspective to the 
philanthropic sector that allows him to shape and implement visionary and 



 
  

 
 

practical initiatives and partnerships and bring together research and practice to improve public 
health. 

Brooke Torton, J.D., is a senior staff attorney at the Network for Public 
Health Law—Eastern Region Office and the deputy director for the Legal 
Resource Center for Public Health Policy (LRC). At LRC, Brooke develops 
toolkits and policy papers on specific issues, drafts legislation, conducts 
in-person and virtual training sessions for public health professionals, and 
generally supports the development of public health law. She also 
supervises students enrolled in the Clinical Law Program working on 

public health law projects, students working as externs for the LRC or the Network and 
research assistants for the two centers. 
 

Cassandra Codes-Johnson, M.P.A. is associate deputy director at the 
Delaware Division of Public Health where she works with multi sectoral 
teams in addressing root cause determinants of health such as violence, 
addiction, and healthy environments. She works within Public Health and 
across the state of Delaware to create efficiencies, maximize resources 
and positively impact health outcomes in Delaware. 

 
Cheryl Sbarra, J.D., is the executive director and senior staff attorney, 
Massachusetts Association of Health Boards. Sbarra advises public health 
officials in many areas, including enacting and enforcing local regulations, 
ordinances, and by-laws. During her tenure at MAHB, Sbarra has served 
on numerous local, state and national public health advisory committees, 
including the Massachusetts Department of Public Health’s Special 
Commission on Local and Regional Public Health, Massachusetts Public 

Health Association committees, and review committees for the Council on Education for Public 
Health. 

Christopher Ramirez is the co-founder and executive director of 
Together For Brothers, a community organization led by boys and young 
men of color along with partners and allies across New Mexico to build 
power, demand justice and create change. 

 

 

Courtnee Melton-Fant, PhD, MS, is an Assistant Professor in the 
Division of Health Systems Management and Policy. Before joining the 
University of Memphis, Dr. Melton-Fant worked for a state-level public 
policy research center providing information and analysis to 
policymakers, the media, and the general public. Dr. Melton-Fant has 
experience conducting both academic and non-academic research 
ranging from clinical trials and health outcomes to analysis of state-level 



 
  

 
 

health care reforms for policymakers and advocacy groups. Her research interests include 
state- and local-level public policy, health outcomes, and racial health inequities. She is 
particularly interested in how broad-based public policies can be used as tools to improve the 
health of populations. 

 

Crystal D. Charley-Sibley, M.B.A., is black health equity fellow at 
Salvation and Social Justice where she leverages relationships built over 
the course of her Civil Rights work, community engagement, and over 
fifteen years of professional experience in social services, when 
executing the mission of liberation and justice for Black people in the 
healthcare space. 

 

Crystal Lewis, J.D., M.P.H., is a public health law and policy analyst with 
the Institute for Healing Justice & Equity. She as several years of social 
justice and legal experience and is currently working on projects with the 
Institute which include: Racism as a Public Health Crisis, Worker Rights 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, Pregnancy Discrimination in the 
workplace, and Wage Pass Through laws for Direct Care workers. 

 

Damon Chaplin, MBA, is the public health director for the city of New 
Bedford, Massachusetts. Under his direction, the department successfully 
provides programs and services to residents in the areas of alcohol, 
tobacco, and other drugs; environmental health; public health nursing; 
and other health and wellness programs. Mr. Chaplin is currently leading 
his department’s efforts in becoming nationally accredited by the Public 
Health Accreditation Board. 
 

Daniel Pagán, M.A., M.P.H. senior research & evaluation specialist with 
National Association of City and County Health Organizations 
(NACCHO). In this position he supports NACCHO’s public health law, 
infrastructure, immunization, infectious disease, and health equity 
portfolios to understand the needs and best practices of health 
departments. His work emphasizes the use of data and findings to 
improve programs and organizational strategies that address inequities 
and systemic issues.  

 



 
  

 
 

Dawn Hunter, J.D., is director of the Network for Public Health Law—
Southeastern Region Office. An experienced legislative analyst and state 
health department policymaker, she leads work to examine legislation 
impacting health and racial equity, and to identify and implement 
strategies to build the capacity of public health agencies and 
organizations to effectively use law and policy to improve health 
outcomes. 

 

Denise Chrysler, J.D., serves as director of the Network for Public 
Health Law Mid-States Region Office. She also serves on her local 
board of health (Ingham County, Michigan), Michigan Governor’s Public 
Health Advisory Council, and the National Committee for Vital and 
Health Statistics, and co-chairs the Council of State and Territorial 
Epidemiologists’ Public Health Law Subcommittee. 
 

 

Diane Tran is system executive director, community health equity and 
engagement for M Health Fairview. M Health Fairview is a partnership 
between University of Minnesota, University of Minnesota Physicians, 
and Fairview Health Services. The healthcare system combines the 
University’s deep history of clinical innovation and training with Fairview’s 
extensive roots in community medicine, expanding access to 
breakthrough medicine and transforming the health of our communities 
for the better. 

Dolly England is an community engagement program manager at 
Oregon Health Authority. 

 

 

 

 

Donna E. Levin, J.D., is national director of the Network for Public 
Health Law, where she oversees organizational strategy and operations. 
Before joining the Network, Donna spent 26 years as general counsel at 
the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, where she had 
oversight of Office of General Counsel and led her team in providing 
guidance on statutory and regulatory authority, the development of 
major policy initiatives of the Department, and legislation affecting public 
health. 



 
  

 
 

 
Dorit Reiss, L.L.B., Ph.D., is a professor of law at the University of 
California, Hastings College of Law who specializes in vaccines law and 
policy. She received her L.L.B. from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
and her Ph.D. from the Jurisprudence and Social Policy program in the 
University of California, Berkeley.   

 

Eduardo Sanchez, M.D. serves as chief medical officer (CMO) for 
prevention for the American Heart Association. He is the principal 
investigator of the National Hypertension Control Initiative, a cooperative 
agreement with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) Office of Minority Health (OMH) and the Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA). He is the AHA clinical lead on 
Target:BP (a joint blood pressure control initiative with the American 
Medical Association) and KnowDiabetesbyHeartTM (a joint 
cardiovascular risk factor control initiative with the American Diabetes 

Association). He is one of the authors of the AHA Presidential Advisory on Structural Racism 
and its health effects. 

Dr. Elaine Bonner-Tompkins is a Senior Legislative Analyst with the 
Montgomery County Office of Legislative Oversight (OLO).   OLO’s 
mission is to provide accurate information, analysis, and independent 
findings and recommendations that help the Montgomery County Council 
fulfill its legislative oversight function. Prior to joining OLO, Elaine served 
in directorship positions with the Council of Chief State School Officers 
and the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation. Elaine has earned a 
doctorate in public affairs from Princeton University, a master’s degree in 

public policy from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and a bachelor’s degree in economics 
and African American Studies from the University of California at Berkeley.   
 

Elinor Higgins is a research analyst with the National Academy for State 
Health Policy. She works on a variety of projects focusing on 
environmental health, upstream prevention, social determinants of 
health, accountable health models, and maternal and child health. 

 



 
  

 
 

 

Elizabeth Platt, J.D., is the director of the Policy Research Technology 
Program at the Center for Public Health Law Research (CPHLR) at 
Temple University Beasley School of Law. Her work focuses on custom 
legal research projects using technology-based tools for legal research 
and public health law practice. 
 
 

 
Emely Sanchez, J.D., M.P.H., is legal fellow at the Network for Public 
Health Law – Mid-States Region Office. Her interest in public health law 
and policy has led her to work for several public health focused 
organizations including the CDC’s Public Health Law Program, the U.S. 
Senate HELP Committee, and recently as a policy analyst for ASTHO’s 
State Health Policy team. 

 
Erica N. White, J.D. is a staff attorney at the Network for Public Health 
Law—Western Region Office. She also serves as a research scholar with 
the Center for Public Health Law and Policy at the Sandra Day O’Connor 
College of Law. She earned her J.D. at the Sandra Day O’Connor 
College of Law at Arizona State University in May 2021 and passed the 
Texas bar exam in July 2021. 

 
Evan Anderson, J.D., Ph.D. is senior lecturer at the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Nursing. Dr. Anderson conducts and writes about 
research that explores the relationship between laws and population 
health. A big part of his recent work has focused on bridging the gap 
between legal and epidemiological researchers, each of whom brings a 
distinct set of norms and methods to empirical research. 

 
Gene W. Matthews, J.D., is principal investigator at the Network for 
Public Health Law Southeastern Region Office. He also serves as a 
senior investigator at the North Carolina Institute for Public Health 
(NCIPH) at the University of North Carolina Gillings School of Global 
Public Health. Gene previously served as chief legal advisor to CDC in 
Atlanta from 1979 to 2004.  
 



 
  

 
 

James G. Hodge, Jr., J.D., LL.M. is the director of the Network for Public 
Health Law— Western Region Office. He is the Peter Kiewit Foundation 
Professor of Law and Director of the Center for Public Health Law and 
Policy, Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University. 
Through scholarship, teaching, and projects, Professor Hodge delves into 
multiple areas of health law, public health law, global health law, ethics, 
and human rights. 

Jefferson Ketchel is executive director at Washington State Public Health 
Association. 

 

 

 

Jennifer Piatt, J.D., is deputy director of the Network for Public Health 
Law— Western Region Office. She also serves as a research scholar with 
the Center for Public Health Law and Policy at the Sandra Day O’Connor 
College of Law. She earned her J.D. at the Sandra Day O’Connor College 
of Law at Arizona State University in the spring of 2018. 

 

 

Jennifer L. Martin, J.D., is deputy commissioner of population health and 
disease prevention at the Baltimore City Health Department. She earned 
her J.D. at the University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law.  
 

 

 

Jennifer Arice White, M.S.P.H. is senior policy and community 
engagement officer at the Horizon Foundation. She is social justice and 
equity advocate committed to making systemic changes that will improve 
the health and well-being of her community. 

 

 



 
  

 
 

 
Jill Krueger, J.D. serves as the director of the Network’s Northern Region 
Office. Her current work involves climate adaptation and mitigation, the 
Farm Bill and agricultural policy, rural health, oral health, literacy, and 
mental health promotion in school and community settings. 

 

 

John Calve serves as national director of apprenticeship & workforce 
innovation at Robert Half. Prior to this John worked as a CEO Action for 
Racial Equity Fellow. John received his Bachelor of Arts in Economics 
from Washington and Lee University. 

 

 
Joshua M. Sharfstein, M.D. is vice dean for public health practice and 
community engagement, director of the Bloomberg American Health 
Initiative, and Professor of the Practice in Health Policy and Management. 
Previously, he served as the Secretary of the Maryland Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene, the Principal Deputy Commissioner of the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration, as Commissioner of Health for 
Baltimore City, and as health policy advisor for Congressman Henry A. 
Waxman. He is an elected member of the National Academy of Medicine 

and the National Academy of Public Administration. 
 

Julie Ralston Aoki, J.D., is the director of healthy eating and active living 
programs at the Public Health Law Center. She supports Tribal, state, and 
local communities in developing laws and policies to support healthy food 
systems and physical activity, and to advance anti-racism and health 
equity goals.  

 

 

Julie Sweetland, Ph.D., M.A. is a sociolinguist and serves as a Senior 
Advisor at the FrameWorks Institute, where she leads efforts to diffuse the 
organization’s cutting-edge, evidence-based reframing recommendations 
throughout the nonprofit sector. Prior to joining FrameWorks, Julie was 
actively involved in improving teaching and learning for over a decade as 
a classroom teacher, instructional designer, and teacher educator. At 

Center for Inspired Teaching, she served as director of teaching and learning and helped to 
found a demonstration school with an embedded teacher residency. As founding director of the 
Center for Urban Education, she launched a graduate teacher preparation program for the 



 
  

 
 

University of the District of Columbia. She is a graduate of Georgetown University and lectures 
regularly at her alma mater. She completed her MA and PhD in linguistics at Stanford 
University. 

 
Kathleen Hoke, J.D., is director of the Network for Public Health—
Eastern Region Office. As director, she draws on her many years of 
experience as director of the Legal Resource Center for Public Health 
Policy at the University of Maryland Carey School of Law, a position she 
continues to hold. Since 2002, Kathleen has directed the Center, working 
with state and local health officials and legislators on developing and 
implementing tobacco control, problem gambling, and injury prevention 
policy. 

Katie Moran-McCabe, J.D. is a special projects manager at the Center 
for Public Health Law Research at Temple University's Beasley School of 
Law where much of her work has focused on housing policy. Katie has 
managed the creation of multiple datasets built using scientific legal 
mapping methods, including the State/Territory Eviction Laws and City 
Nuisance Property Ordinances datasets.  

 

Kayla Del Biondo is a health sciences librarian and an avid journal-er. 
She has been journaling for six years and hopes to write a memoir in the 
near future. 

 

 

 

Kristerfer Burnett represents the 8th City Council District and represents 
over 40,000 amazing people across 27 of Baltimore’s most diverse 
neighborhoods. Kristerfer was elected to serve on the Baltimore City 
Council in 2016, and in his first term in office he was appointed to serve as 
the Chair of both City Council’s Health Committee and the Legislative 
Investigations Committee, as well as, the Vice-Chair of the Equity & 
Structure, Public Safety and Executive Appointments Committees. 
Additionally, he served as a member of the Housing and Urban Affairs 
Committee and Education and Youth Committee. Kristerfer is the Co-

Founder and Co-Chair of the Baltimore City Human Trafficking Collaborative. He is a graduate 
of the University of Maryland, College Park where he earned a Bachelor's Degree in African 
American Studies with a concentration in Public Policy. He then earned a Master’s Degree in 
Public Policy at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County. 

 



 
  

 
 

 

Kusuma Madamala is a public health systems and services researcher at 
Oregon Health Authority. 

 

 

 

 

Leila Barraza, J.D., M.P.H. is a senior consultant at the Network for 
Public Health Law—Western Region Office and an Associate Professor in 
Community, Environment & Policy at the Mel and Enid Zuckerman College 
of Public Health, University of Arizona. Her research interests include 
studying the impact of laws and regulations on population health, both 
nationally and globally. 

 

 

Lillian Colasurdo is a Director of Public Health Law & Data Sharing at 
ASTHO based in Arlington, Virginia. Previously, Lillian was an Assistant 
Attorney General at the Vermont Department of Health. Lilliana earned her 
J.D. and Master of Environmental Law from Vermont Law School. 

 

 

Lindsay F. Wiley, J.D., M.P.H., is a professor of law at UCLA School of 
Law. Professor Wiley is the U.S. Rapporteur for the Lex-Atlas Covid-19 
Project sponsored by the University College London, King's College 
London, and the Max Planck Institute of Comparative Public Law and 
International Law. With Lawrence O. Gostin, she is the author of Public 
Health Law: Power, Duty, Restraint (2016) and Public Health Law and 
Ethics: A Reader (2018). 

 

Lisa Graves, J.D., is executive director and editor-in-chief at True North 
Research, where she has spearheaded several major breakthrough 
investigations into those distorting American democracy and public policy. 
She served as Deputy Assistant Attorney General in the Office of Legal 
Policy at the U.S. Department of Justice in the Clinton Administration, 
Chief Counsel for Nominations for Senator Patrick Leahy on the U.S. 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Deputy Chief of the Article III Judges 

Division of the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, and as an adjunct law professor at 



 
  

 
 

George Washington University Law School. She also served as the Senior Legislative 
Strategist for the ACLU on national security and testified as an expert before committees in 
both houses of Congress. Lisa earned a J.D., cum laude, from Cornell Law School and a B.S., 
with highest honors, in Political Science from the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse. 

 

Lizzie Corcoran, M.P.H., is senior project manager at Health Career 
Connection, where she works to assist young people in finding their 
career path in public health and local governments. Her previous work 
includes positions with the de Beaumont Foundation and the Mayor’s 
Office of Budget and Performance Management at the Capital City 
Fellowship in the District of Columbia.  
 

 

Logan Welde, J.D., is directory of legislative affairs for the Clean Air Council. 

 

Lori Tremmel Freeman, M.B.A., is the chief executive officer at the 
National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO), 
effective May 1, 2018. Prior to joining NACCHO, Ms. Freeman served as 
the CEO of the Association of Maternal & Child Health Programs 
(AMCHP) since 2014 where she was responsible for ensuring the success 
of all AMCHP’s operations. 

 

 
Matthew Penn, J.D., M.LIS., is director of the Office of Public Health Law 
Services within CDC’s Center for State, Tribal, Local, and Territorial 
Support. As director, he provides critical legal expertise and leadership to 
advance public health practice through law and legal epidemiology. In this 
role, Mr. Penn leads a team of public health advisors and analysts in 
supporting practitioners and policy makers at the state, tribal, local, and 
territorial levels through the development of practical, law-centered tools 

and legal preparedness to address public health priorities. 

Megan Griest, M.P.P., is the chief of staff at the Network for Public 
Health Law – Eastern Region Office. She provides important oversight 
of Eastern Region operations, including fiscal and grant management, 
compliance, and reporting; tracking, evaluation, and reporting of 
Eastern Region activities and deliverables; planning and 
implementation of all Eastern Region conferences, symposia, and other 
events; and assures easy communication between and among involved 
faculty and students and external contacts. 



 
  

 
 

 
Melissa Jones, M.P.A., is the executive director of Bay Area Regional 
Health Inequities Initiative (BARHII). Her work focuses on the 
intersection of social determinants of health, social inequity, and well-
being. Her experience includes work in municipal government and non-
profits, in the Bay Area’s large and small cities.  

 

 

Milika Robbins, M.P.P., is a Policy and Data Analyst at CORE and 
holds a Master’s of Public Policy from American University. Before 
joining CORE, Milika was a research assistant at The Lab @ DC where 
she conducted literature reviews, program and policy evaluations, and 
facilitated discussions to embed racial equity in the organization’s 
research. 

 

 
Monica Valdes Lupi, J.D., M.P.H., is the managing director–Health 
Program at the Kresge Foundation. With more than 20 years of 
experience in public health, Monica leads the Foundation’s efforts to 
build equity-focused systems of health that create opportunities for all 
people to achieve well-being. She collaborates with other Kresge teams 
on efforts to lead with equity and partner with communities in their 
efforts to ensure access to safe and affordable housing, fresh food, 
clean air, and economic opportunities. 

 

Nicole Alexander-Scott, M.D., M.P.H. recently served as director of the Rhode Island 
Department of Health where she brought tremendous experience from her work as a specialist 
in infectious diseases for children and adults, and from her time in academia as an associate 
professor of pediatrics, medicine, and public health (with a focus on health services, policy, 
and practice). Dr. Alexander-Scott is board certified in Pediatrics, Internal Medicine, Pediatric 
Infectious Diseases, and Adult Infectious Diseases. From 2018-2019, Dr. Alexander-Scott was 
President of the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO). 
 

Nikia Sankofa, M.P.H, M.P.A, is the executive director of the United 
States Breastfeeding Committee (USBC), an independent nonprofit 
coalition of more than 100 influential professional, educational, and 
governmental organizations that share a joint mission to drive 
collaborative efforts for policy and practices that create a landscape of 
breastfeeding support across the United States. 

 



 
  

 
 

 

Nilesh Kalyanaraman, M.D., FACP, is health officer at Anne Arundel 
County Health. Under his leadership, the Department of Health has 
focused on health equity, community engagement and addressing the 
social determinants of health. Prior to joining the Health Department, Dr. 
Kalyanaraman provided primary care and held various leadership 
positions at community health centers for the underserved. 

 
Oxiris Barbot, M.D. is senior fellow for public health and social justice at 
The JPB Foundation and adjunct assistant professor at the Columbia 
University Mailman School of Public Health. She is a former New York 
City health commissioner, public health practitioner and leader at the 
intersection of public health and healthcare delivery. 
 

 
Peter D. Jacobson, J.D., M.P.H., is co-director of the Network for Public 
Health Law—Mid-States Region Office and Professor Emeritus of Health 
Law and Policy, and director at the Center for Law, Ethics, and Health, at 
the University of Michigan School of Public Health, where he taught 
courses on health law, public health law, and public health policy.  

 

 
Ray Dlugolecki, M.P.H., is assistant director at the Jackson County 
Health Department in Missouri. He is part of a team identified as a 2018 
National Emerging Leaders in Public Health awardee working to improve 
health in Jackson County, Missouri. 
 
 
 

Rena Steinzor, J.D., is the Edward M. Robertson Professor of Law at 
University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law. Professor 
Steinzor is a founder, former president, and member scholar of the 
Center for Progressive Reform (CPR) (www.progressivereform.org), a 
think tank comprised of some 60 member scholars from universities 
across the United States. She has testified before Congress on several 
occasions, most recently regarding the impact of health, safety, and 
environmental regulations on the economy. 



 
  

 
 

 
Renée M. Landers, J.D., is a Professor of Law and Faculty Director of 
the Health and Biomedical Law Concentration and the Master of Law: 
Life Sciences program at Suffolk University Law School in Boston. 
Professor Landers has worked in private practice and served as Deputy 
General Counsel for the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services and as Deputy Assistant Attorney General in the Office of 
Policy Development at the U.S. Department of Justice during the Clinton 
Administration.   

 

Reverend Angela D. Brown is the community health and patient 
referral coordinator with FaithHealth-Community Engagement at Atrium 
Health / Wake Forest Baptist Healthcare System in Winston Salem, 
North Carolina.  Reverend Brown is also pastor of the ShouseTrueVine 
CME Church and has deep experience in connecting ministries and 
support systems offered by communities of faith with other nonprofit 
organizations, and businesses.  

 
Robert Gatter, J.D., M.A., is a Professor of Law at the School of Law 
and Professor of Health Management and Policy at the College of 
Public Health and Social Justice at St. Louis University. He served a 
Director of St. Louis University’s Center for Health Law Studies, one of 
the premier health law programs in the country. He is a coauthor of one 
of the leading health law casebooks and has written widely about public 
health emergency preparedness and response. Currently, he serves as 
a member of St. Louis County Health Department’s Covid-19 Response 
Team and is the Reporter to the Uniform Law Commission's committee 

drafting a model state law on Public Health Emergency Authorities. 

 
Ronald E. Hampton is a criminal justice and security consultant, retired 
from 23 years with the DC Metropolitan Police Department, a past 
Executive Director for the National Black Police Association, and the 
Washington, DC Representative for Blacks in Law Enforcement of 
America.  He has an extensive background in community relations and 
crime prevention, as well as anti-racism and organizational change 

programs. 



 
  

 
 

Russell McClain, J.D. is law school professor, associate dean for 
diversity and inclusion, and director of the academic achievement 
program at the University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of 
Law. Professor McClain’s scholarly interest is in the psychological 
factors that affect academic performance, including stereotype threat 
and implicit bias. 
 

 

Ruth Maiorana is the executive director of the Maryland Association of 
County Health Officers. She is responsible for the work of the 
association, including legislation and policy, fiscal assessment, analysis, 
program development, social media outreach, evaluation, planning, and 
other critical projects. She has extensive experience at the local health 
department level as well as with the state health department and other 
health-related non-profits. 

 

Ryan Coffman is a tobacco policy and control program manager at Philadelphia Department 
of Public Health. 

 
Sabrina Adler, J.D is vice president of law at ChangeLab Solutions. 
She works primarily on legal and policy issues related to preemption 
and good governance, the commercial determinants of health, and 
healthy children and families. She has coauthored publications and 
presented on many issues at the intersection of law and public health, 
including sugary drink policies, food policy, preemption, and health 
equity. 

 

Samantha Bent Weber, J.D., is team lead for Research Innovation & 
Capacity-Building, Public Health Law Program, Center for State, Tribal, 
Local, and Territorial Support at the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Samantha earned her J.D. from Harvard Law School. 

 



 
  

 
 

Sami Jarrah, M.P.H. is CFO / Deputy Commissioner at the New York 
City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. Jarrah oversees the 
budget, financial strategy, and contracts for the nation’s largest local 
health department and one of the nation’s most complex health 
agencies. Jarrah also advises New York City's Health Commissioner 
on a broad range of policy and operational issues and represents New 
York City and the health department to internal and external partners.   

 

Sara Beaudrault is a policy analyst at the Oregon Health Authority. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah de Guia, J. D. is chief executive officer of ChangeLab Solutions 
where she oversees development and implementation of the 
organization’s goals, priorities, strategies, and budget. She is 
committed to applying her legal expertise and leadership experience to 
advancing equitable laws and policies that ensure healthy communities 
for all. 

 
 

Sara Rogers, M.P.H. provides programmatic leadership and 
management for many projects in her role as senior program 
coordinator for the Network for Public Health Law National Office and 
the Network’s Southeastern Region Office. She also conducts 
research on legislation impacting racial and health equity and identifies 
implementation strategies that build the capacity of public health 
agencies and community-based organizations to effectively use law 
and policy to improve health outcomes. 

 



Sarah Somers, J.D., M.P.H., is a managing attorney at the Network 
for Public Health Law—Southeastern Region Office and at the 
National Health Law Program’s (NHeLP) Chapel Hill office. She 
specializes in litigation and litigation support and has expertise in 
Medicaid and disability issues. Sarah has provided training and 
analysis to advocates on issues related to the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act; Medicaid; the Americans with Disabilities Act; 
and other publicly funded health care programs. 

Scott Burris, J.D., is a Professor of Law at Temple Law School, 
where he directs the Center for Public Health Law Research. He is 
also a Professor in Temple’s School of Public Health. He began his 
career in public health law during the early days of the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic. His research has focused on how law influences public 
health and health behavior.  In 2009, he founded the Public Health 
Law Research Program for the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 
which has supported over 80 empirical studies of the impact of law on 

health, as well as LawAtlas, an innovative policy surveillance portal, and a comprehensive 
resource on scientific health law research methods. 

Dr. Tanya Funchess, DHA, MPH, MSM, is assistant professor at the 
University of Southern Mississippi College of Nursing and School of 
Health Professions. Her teaching focuses on community health, health 
care management, strategic healthcare management planning, and 
execution, and management of healthcare organizations. 

Tracee Bruce is an author and CEO Action for Racial Equity Fellow for 
Herman Miller, where she works to identify, develop and promote scalable 
and sustainable public policies and corporate engagement strategies that 
will address systemic racism, social injustice and improve societal well-
being. Tracee received her Bachelor of Business Administration in 
Marketing for Grand Valley State University. 

Umair A. Shah, M.D., M.P.H., is secretary of health at the Washington 
State Department of Health. Dr. Shah has held numerous leadership 
positions with respected entities like the National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine; U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention; Trust for America’s Health; Network for Public Health 
Law; Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute; and the National 
Association of County and City Health Officials. Over his career, Dr. 
Shah has been a clinician, innovator, educator, and leader in the field of 

health. He has been a champion of underserved communities and has charted a new course in 



 
  

 
 

health, centering on the cornerstone values of equity, innovation, and engagement. 
 

Usha Ranji is associate director for Women’s Health Policy at the Kaiser 
Family Foundation.   Her work addresses the impact of major health 
policy issues on women and girls, with an emphasis on insurance 
coverage, access to care, and low-income populations. In particular, her 
work aims to understand how federal, state, and local policies, including 
national health care reform and reproductive health policies, influence 
health and access to services for women. 

 
Wendy E. Parmet, J.D., is Matthews University Distinguished Professor 
of Law and Professor of Public Policy and Urban Affairs at Northeastern 
University, where she is the faculty co-director for the Center for Health 
Policy & Law. She is a leading expert on health, disability and public 
health law has published articles on public health, bioethics, 
discrimination, health law and AIDS law. 
 
Zoey Kernodle is the director of the University of North Carolina (UNC) 
Center for the Business of Health at the UNC Kenan-Flagler Business 
School, a multidisciplinary initiative seeking to bring together expertise to 
create knowledge, prepare business leaders, and to convene important 
conversations at the intersection of business and health. She has 
extensive industry experience with corporate engagement, board 
management, and philanthropic strategy. Zoey is currently in the 

executive doctoral program for public health leadership at the UNC Gillings School of Global 
Public Health. 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions about the 2022 Public Health Law Summit: 

• Sponsorship: Ann Phi-Wendt, Managing Director, aphiwendt@networkforphl.org 
• Registration: Anna Schmalzbauer, Deputy Managing Director, 

aschmalzbauer@networkforphl.org 

 

Thank you to our sponsors 
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